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RE: MUR #5970
Dear Mr. Jordan:

This leteer is SETU Local 100°s response to MUR #5970 filed by Lori Sherwood against
SEIU Local 100 and other entities. SEIU Local 100 is a labor union representing employees in

louisiana. Texas and Arkansas. In her compluint, Sherwood refers to SEIU Local 100 only in
paragraphs 22 and 2S.

In paragraph 22, she states:

1024 Elysian Fields is also the address for “SEIU Local 100", the Association of

Community Organizations for Reform, Now (“ACORN™) and The Elysian Fields
Corporation. See Exhibit 9.

Wadc Rathke, President of Elysian Ficlds Corporation is also the Chief Organizer
for SEIU Local 100, founder of ACORN, and a member of the Board of Directors
of Tides Center and lides Foundation. See Exhibir 10. Tides received $245,000
in grant money from Arca Foundation between 2002-2006. See Appendix I.

Paragraph 25 siazcs:

In an attempt to gain an understanding about this group which uses a New Orleans
addresx, T leamed thal in addition fo “SETU Local 100”, "ACORN™ and “Elysian
Fields Corporstion™ (the latter 2 purport 1o be not for profit) that the Edwards
campaign has links to another not for profit, Citizens Services, Inc. (*CSI"), a
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Louisiana corporation forred on January 7, 2005. Like the other entities, its
address is reported 10 be at 1024 Elysian Fields, New Orleans, Louisiana. See

Exhibit 12.

The above siatements 3o far as they refer to SETU Local 100 are accurate. SEIU Local
™~ 100 has shared an address with the other organizations mentioned (although its address has
< recently changed). SEIU is a labor organization representing employees in Louisiana, Texas and
jd Arkansas. [t has no operations in Maryland. See Declaration of Fitzsimmons attached. Also
Ny Wade Rathke has served as an organizer for SEIU Local 100, and he also serves and/or has
4 served as an officer and/or served as a board member of other organizations. Sherwood’s
<Y complaint does not actually allege any improper conduct on the part of SEIU Local 100.
= lowever, 1o the extent that Sherwood implies any improper conduct on the part of SEIU Local
Q 100 m the Donna Edwards campaign, that is denied. SEIU Local 100 has not made contributions

10 the Donna Edwards for Congress campaign, nor has it cooperated in concert with the Doanna
Fdwards Campaign for Congress. To the extent that paragraph 25 of Sherwood's affidavit
implics that SEIU 100 is somehow linked to the Donna Edwards Campaign. that is denied.

If you have further questions about SEIU Local 100 or need additional information,
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DECLARATION OF ORELL FITZIMMONS
] am making the following stateracats based on pezsons! knowiedge.

). 1 hold the position of Field Director with Sexvice Employses Intarnatiosal Union
(SEJU) Local 100, and have held this position sivce 1991. As Meld Director, I
supervise SETU Local 100 staff in Louisisna, Texas, a0d Atksseas and approve all
Mmﬂ . Wade Rethks holds the position of Chisf Organizer for SEIU

l (]

2. SEIU Local 100 has offices in al} three states, and its main New Orleans office
was formerly locased at 1024 Elynsieo Fields Avere. Thet main New Orleans
office has now moved to 2609 Canal Stxeet.

3.  SEIU Locsl 100 represeats cmployees in the sates of Texss, Louisinon, and
Atfianss, It does n0t ropresent any employees in Marylaad, aod bes no
oporations in Maryland.

4. SEJU Local 100 was not involved in the Dosas Edwands Campaign. R did not
make any conigibwtioos o the Campsign and did not coordinme with the
Campaign.

1 declare under penalty of pecjury thet the foregoing declantion is truc and

comect.

Exccuted s 2.0_dy of Maveh , 200.
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